ADAM BEDE

heart to disavow it; and her father soon afterwards
called upon the proprietor to inquire indignantly why
his daughter had been allowed to write gratuitously.
It does not appear whether Mr. Liggins accepted the
authorship or only refrained from a direct disavowal.
The claim seems to have caused rather more vexation
than was necessary; but the main result was that the
secret soon became known. It had been revealed to
Blackwood in the previous year (Feb. 1858), soon after
the publication of the Clerical Scenes.
precursors. " I never read anything so complete and
